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Partnership Ltd

Lower Braundsworthy, Shebbear, Beaworthy, Devon, EX21 5TB

Tel: 01409 231704  

Email:membership@therubycountry.com    

Website: www.therubycountry.com


Become a Ruby Country Partner and support your local community

You are invited to become a member of the new Ruby Country Partnership.

What is Ruby Country?

Ruby Country covers 45 parishes around Holsworthy and Hatherleigh, as shown on the map. The Ruby Country initiative was started in 2001 to help build a stronger and more robust local economy and community. The area is outstanding as a food & drink producer and is a great centre for leisure & tourism, as well as offering a wide range of services.
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The aims of the Partnership are to:

· encourage profitable local businesses and services 

· increase profits for local businesses 

· market Ruby Country to encourage sustainable tourism 

· develop a voice and network for local communities and local businesses 

· conserve and promote the unique environment and landscape of the area, including the internationally rare culm grasslands 

· provide a way for public funding to be secured and spent in Ruby Country to ensure a sustainable and secure future for all who live and work in the area.

Ruby Country is a community organisation and there are many ways and forums for you to have your say, and opportunities to hold events at the new hub for Ruby at Cookworthy Forest Centre. You can find more details about Ruby Country in the enclosed leaflet, and more information can be found on www.therubycountry.com.

There are two ways to become a Ruby Partner with many membership benefits:

1. Ruby Business Network Member

The Ruby Business Network was started by a small group of local businessmen and women and currently has around 250 members. The objective was simply to improve profits for local Ruby Country businesses by linking together under the Ruby Country banner, to create a Network that collectively would have influence and work towards creating a sustainable local economy that is secure to face the future. Business member partners benefit from the full range of Ruby services and advertising opportunities. These include:

· Advertising: Listing on therubycountry.com website. You can have a standard entry in as many relevant categories as required.

· Business support: Discounts on the Cookworthy Ruby Hub office and meeting facilities.

· Keep in touch: Regular Ruby Read newsletter (e-mail or printed version).

· Publicity: Regular news releases to local media. Attendance at major local shows. Ruby Country leaflets. Visitor displays in Holsworthy Visitor Information Centre and Roadford Lakeside Visitor Centre. Display space at Cookworthy Ruby Hub.

· Branding: Use of the Ruby Country logo on promotional material.

· Networking events: opportunities for members across different trades and services to meet and share best practice at socials, leaflet exchange, lectures, partner visits.

· Training: Access to training courses at Cookworthy.

· Showcase events: Ruby Country Devon Food & Drink Devon Festival at Cookworthy on 2 September 2010. 

· Website: Information for residents, visitors and network members, including a web forum for on-line networking with other partners.

· Recreation: completion of the Ruby Way cycle route, and the Ride The Ruby Country Project to create a bridleway to link the Dartmoor Granite Way with Cookworthy Forest and develop opportunities for local businesses along the way.

· Representation: Regular liaison with local and regional government, third sector, conservation and tourism organisations to ensure the Ruby voice is heard.

Ruby Business Network Membership fee 1 May 2010 – 30 April 2011: £45

2. Ruby Country Partnership Supporter

Ruby Supporters may be local residents, organizations, clubs or visitors to Ruby Country who wish to support our activities. 

Benefits include:

· Keep in touch: Regular Ruby Read newsletter (e-mail or print version)

· Meeting facilities: Discounts on the Cookworthy Ruby Hub office and meeting facilities

· Website: Information for residents, visitors and organizations, including a web forum for on-line networking with other partners.

Ruby Country Supporter Membership fee 1 May 2010 – 30 April 2011: £15

How to join

Simply complete and return the enclosed membership application form, together with your payment, or visit www.therubycountry.com/membership and enrol on-line.

If you have any queries about becoming a member of The Ruby Country Partnership, please contact Brenda Birmingham, Ruby Country Membership Administrator, by email at: membership@therubycountry.com, or phone 01409 231704.

We are confident that the new Ruby organization has a long-term future under our new Partnership arrangements, and do hope that you will become a member to enable us to grow and develop our member services even further in future years.

Yours sincerely

John Allen
Chairman, The Ruby Country Partnership
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 2010

There are two ways to join:

On-line: visit www.therubycountry.com/about/join. Complete the application form

and secure card payment form

Mail: complete this form, and mail, together with your payment, to the address overleaf.

Ruby Business Network
	Title:


	
	Forename:
	
	Surname:
	


	Business name:
	
	Business 

description:
	

	Address:


	
	Postcode:
	

	Phone:


	
	
	Mobile:
	

	Email:


	
	
	Website:
	

	

	Please tick this box to confirm your agreement to your details being held on the Ruby Country Partnership Limited database
	

	Please tick this box to receive your copy of Ruby Read newsletter by email
	

	Please tick this box only if you do not want your details to be passed to other organisations
	


	Annual membership, to include standard entry in the Ruby web Business Directory 


	£45



	Please complete your directory entry requirements below


	Ruby Business Network Directory entry:

	Please visit www.therubycountry.com/ruby-directory to view the style of entries

	Category:
	

	Standard Entry wording (up to 250 words)

If you have more than one business, eg farm selling dairy produce and holiday accommodation, individual entries for each business are included in the membership fee. Please complete an entry for each business on a separate sheet if required


	

	Please email your photos (max 3 per entry) to: membership@therubycountry.com


Ruby Supporter
	Title:


	
	Forename:
	
	Surname:
	


	Organization name:
	
	Business 

description:
	

	Address:


	
	Postcode:
	

	Phone:


	
	
	Mobile:
	

	Email:


	
	
	Website:
	

	

	Please tick this box to confirm your agreement to your details being held on the Ruby Country Partnership Limited database
	

	Please tick this box to receive your copy of Ruby Read newsletter by email
	

	Please tick this box only if you do not want your details to be passed to other organisations
	

	Annual membership 


	£15




Being a Ruby Country Partner and using the Ruby Country logo means:

· A commitment to excellent product and service quality

· A commitment to promoting the merits of Ruby Country

· Participation in collaborative marketing through the Business Network

· A commitment to being involved in organised events and general marketing opportunities – things that benefit the whole organisation, rather than just the individual

· A reciprocal link with the Ruby Country website

· Recognition of the key roles that the farmed landscape, wildlife and environment have to play in defining the appeal of Ruby Country and making a positive impact on wildlife, using the Devon Biodiversity Action Plan as guidance

· Working to keep supply chains as short as possible by buying local. The benefits include keeping money circulating in Ruby Country and reducing fuel and packaging costs

· Undertaking a green audit and putting an action plan in place for continuous improvement

· A commitment to improve the sustainability of your business, and Ruby Country as a whole, by reducing waste and power consumption

· Wherever the logo is used, it must be accompanied somewhere on the page, in legible type, by: ‘The Ruby Country logo is a registered trademark and is used by permission of the Ruby Country Partnership’.

The Ruby Country logo is a registered trade mark owned by Devon Wildlife Trust and its use is granted to The Ruby Country Partnership Limited. You must be a current member of the Ruby Business Network, agree to follow the principles outlined above, and sign below, to receive permission to use the Ruby Country logo.

Signed: …………………………………………………………
Date: …………………….

Please send your completed membership application form and cheque payable to The Ruby Country Partnership Limited to: Brenda Birmingham, Ruby Membership Administrator, 

Lower Braundsworthy, Shebbear, Beaworthy, Devon, EX21 5TB. A receipt will be sent for your records – please note The Ruby Country Partnership is not registered for VAT

Any questions? Email:membership@therubycountry.com    Website: www.therubycountry.com

Tel: 01409 231704  

The Ruby Country Partnership Ltd – a company limited by guarantee. Registered in England no: 6851657

Registered Office: Newlands, Ashwater, Beaworthy, Devon, EX21 5DL.
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The Ruby Country Partnership is supported by: Devon Wildlife Trust, Forestry Commission, 

Hatherleigh Area Project, Holsworthy Market and Coastal Town Initiative, North Devon Biosphere, 

Torridge District Council, West Devon Borough Council and Devon County Council.


